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BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, November 5, 10 a.m., Room 122 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 I want to thank each person who assisted in anyway, whether it was donating, sorting, selling 
or buying at our latest Flea Market. Everyone helped to make it a success. 
 We are moving into the time of year when the farmers are harvesting the crops that they 
planted 4-6 months ago. October is the month that the Canadians celebrate their Thanksgiving. 
November is the month that we celebrate Thanksgiving. It is a time when we give thanks for all 
the blessings we have received. I believe that giving thanks once a year on a special day short 
changes us from the gifts that we receive when we practice gratitude every day. 
 So, what is the definition of gratitude and why should we pay attention to it beyond 
the celebration of Thanksgiving or saying thank you for a gift from someone? Gratitude 
is defined as the quality of being thankful or the readiness to show appreciation for and 
to return kindness. (Online Oxford Dictionary) 
 You may ask why I should practice gratitude beyond just saying thank you. If you sit down at 
the start or end of the day and make a gratitude list, whether it be mental or written, of two or 
three or more things that you are thankful for, it will make you appreciate the simple things of 
life. You will be more conscious of living in the moment. Giving thanks for the physical gifts is 
good for the heart and the soul. Likewise giving thanks to God for all that He has provided both 
positive and negative in our lives helps to foster spiritual growth and appreciation for all that we 
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New Horizon Methodist School and the Project for the People of Paraguay 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 10 a.m., Church Parlor 
 

Sue Givens, originally from the Canton area, will report on her projects serving the children, youth 
and women of Paraguay. Sue will share the need for scholarships and sponsors for the students 
that attend New Horizon which is under the leadership of the national Methodist Church of 
Paraguay. We will also hear about Project for the People which provides Christian witnessing 
while assisting with education and social services for two hundred families. 

 

Please make a reservation for lunch ($5 at the door) and/or child care by calling the church office 
(216-321-8880) where we can continue the conversation.  
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have and experience. Enjoy the time you spend making your gratitude lists and see how it 
changes your life. 
 I Thessalonians 5:16-18 which says: Always be joyful. Keep on praying. No matter what 
happens, always be thankful, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. (New 
Living Translation). 
  Connie Crihfield, President 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 With great thanks for all the volunteer work that went into the October Flea 
Market, I can report that our gross income was $9,754. A few bills have yet to be 
paid and there may yet be a bit more money coming in. But we can be pleased that 
our end-of-2019 sale brought in a good amount, accounting for the diminished 
categories of items that we had for sale. Setup went smoothly, items were attractively displayed, 
resulting in greater visibility and pricing of more individual items. At the end of the sale, we had 
fewer exhausted volunteers and quicker cleanup than in the past. Those positives may have been 
worth our not bringing in a larger sum of money. (And wasn’t the Bake Sale display 
spectacular!) At the very beginning of May there will be another Flea Market, the proceeds from 
which will enable UMW to support many mission projects. 
 Also, remember that COTS UMW is on a July to June fiscal year, so that when you make a 
pledge and/or donation during that period it will be credited to our current (’19-’20 fiscal) 
budget. 
 I hope that you have a wonderful Thanksgiving and that you are thankful for the part that you 
played in helping people in need as a result of UMW's mission giving. 
 
  Arleen Twist, Treasurer 
 
DISTRICT NEWS 

 The North Coast District UMW Fall Meeting was held on September 21, 2019 at University 
Circle UMC. A time of fellowship was followed by welcome messages from the current pastor 
of University Circle, Rev. Everett and by Vivian Harris, the President of their UMW.  
 Over sixty women were in attendance. Seven women attended from Church of the Saviour. 
The morning was filled with music and dance. The keynote speaker was Rev. Lou Ann 
Youngman of Youngstown, a retired elder of 31 years. She is the author of Just a Girl and is 
currently writing another book All in the Process and All are Precious. 
 Emily Mangan, Program Resource Coordinator, introduced the Kitchen Materials on the 
UMW website. Anyone can post a recipe to help feed those in need. Ester Crawl-Bey, Education 
and Interpretation Coordinator, spoke of the Legacy and expressed gratitude to those local units 
that submitted displays on their legacy. Thank you to Becky Roberts, Connie Crihfield, and 
Debbie Johnson for their efforts with our display.  
 Training for local unit officers will be held Saturday, January 4. More details to follow. 

  Debbie Jones, District Representative 
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WORLD THANK OFFERING 
 This Mission Giving is an opportunity for individuals to respond to God's 
abundance and grace with gifts of gratitude. The funds collected are used in 
the total program of mission and advocacy in the United States and around the 
world. 
 The World Thank Offering, giving freely and abundantly in response to 
God's goodness has been the way of life for United Methodist Women for 
almost 150 years. 
 So please prayerfully consider giving a donation and bring your offering to our General 
meeting on November 12. 
 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY 
November 1, 2019, 10:30 a.m. 

 Heights South, Bedford Southwest, and Central Downtown Districts will have 
a joint celebration at Liberty Hill Baptist Church, 8206 Euclid Avenue. Potluck: bring a dish to 
share. Enter from the side. Parking on E. 82nd. 
  Frances Fisher, CWR Representative 
 
SOCIAL ACTION 
United Methodist Women Press Release: “Largest Denominational Group for Women 
Expresses Support for Student Climate Strike,” September 10, 2019, New York. 
 United Methodist Women supported the youth climate strike that ran from September 20 
through September 27. Members expressed concern for the health of children and young persons 
affected by air pollution and other environmental issues. We need to be concerned about the 
environment we are leaving for children and families in the future. 
 
Marisa Iati, Washington Post, “Methodists give Ohio tract back to tribe,” Plain Dealer 
Publishing Co., 09/22/2019; pA08. 
 The United Methodist Church returned 3 acres of land and a mission church in Upper 
Sandusky to the Wyandottes. The land transfer marked the anniversary of 200 years of mission. 
The first missionary, John Stewart, began his ministry with the Wyandottes in 1819. He helped 
establish the mission church which continues to have services in the summer. The Wyandottes 
were forced to give up their lands due to laws passed in the 1830s and moved West. 
 
Rachel Dissell, “HUD awards millions for lead cleanup,” Plain Dealer Publishing Co., 
10/02/2019; pA09. 
 Cleveland has been awarded $9.7 million to clean up lead hazards in the Glenville 
neighborhood. The grant is to be coordinated with the Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition. The grant 
will provide training, education, lead risk assessment, and screening of children for lead. 
 Cuyahoga County also received $5.6 million grant money to reduce lead in homes in the 
inner suburbs with a focus on East Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, and Lakewood. 

  Becky Roberts 
  Social Action, Education and Interpretation 
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SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
 On Monday., December 2, Kevin Schaner is leading an all-day retreat to prepare for Advent 
at the Jesuit Retreat Center, 5629 State Road, Parma, OH 44134. (440-884-9300) 
 You will explore Hope, Love, Joy and Peace with readings and conversation related to her 
book, Dinner by Candlelight - Comfort and Joy for Advent. 
 Registration is open at www.jesuitretreatcenter.org.View Events Calendar and scroll to 
Advent Day of Reflection.  

 
CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 
EDNA RHODES CIRCLE 
Tuesday, November 26, 12:30 p.m., in the Parlor 
 We will work on Holiday Mugs for West Side Community House seniors. Please 
bring a brown bag lunch. Dessert and beverages will be provided. Please join us for 
this time of fellowship with one another. Please RSVP to the church office 216-321-
8880 or Geneva Willis 216-921-0405. 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE 
Tuesday, December 3, 7 p.m., Calvary Hall 
 Martha Circle will not meet in November. On Tuesday, Dec. 3rd we will meet at 7 p.m. in 
Calvary Hall to decorate cookies for the Advent Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submission Deadline for December/January Newsletter is Thursday, November 14.. 
Please send submissions to Stefanie Hiles at shiles9098@aol.com. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: 

The UMW Board is considering changing the way we distribute the UMW Newsletter to 
match what the church is doing with the Chimes. Currently all women of the church receive 
the UMW Newsletter each month either by US Mail or email. If you are currently receiving a 
paper copy in the mail, we ask that you notify the church office (216‐321‐8880) of your 
desire to continue to receive it that way by January 1, 2020. If you are currently receiving it 
by email, there would be no change. We are attempting to reduce the amount of paper that 
we are using and the overall cost of printing and postage so that we have additional funds for 
mission giving.  
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Only new items, please. 
Thank you! 


