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Across the United Methodist connection, there is a 
great deal of anxiety about what will happen over the 
next several months. We have experienced some of 
that here at Church of the Saviour, too. Prompted by 
the actions of General Conference, we have worked 
to be better educated about denominational changes 
and what those changes might mean for us. 
 

While some of those conversations have contributed to ongoing 
anxiety (not in short supply in our current political climate, either), 
those conversations have also led us to reflect on our values and how 
we live our faith as a congregation. In a congregation that holds 
diversity as a high value, some of those conversations have been long 
overdue. 
 

It is not enough for us to name what we do not support if we cannot 
articulate a vision of the church we are and the church we long to 
become. As I have listened over the past several months, across the 
diversity of identity and opinions, I have learned more clearly who we 
are and what we value. We are all driven by a desire to be faithful to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We want to follow the way of Christ – 
loving God with our whole being and loving our neighbors as 
ourselves. And we believe this is good news for ALL – no one is 
outside of God’s reign or God’s grace. We have different 
understandings of what that means, but we are united in our 
commitment to Christ’s mission. 
 

Denominational questions will not get easier over the next six months. 
There are hard decisions yet to come. But remember – we are not 
called to be right, but to be faithful. If we can hold fast to that 
commitment, I believe God will use us to accomplish great things.                                            
                                                                           -Rev. Andy Call 

FROM THE LEAD PASTOR 

NOVEMBER SERMON  SERIES:  
 November 3:    All Saints Sunday Ephesians 1:3-14 
Worship at 8:30 & 11:00 in the Sanctuary, 9:30 in the Great Hall. 

 
“Idols: The Things That Distract"  

 November 10:  “Busy-ness” Luke 10:38-42   
 November 17:  “Tech: Tool or Temple”  Psalm 115 
 November 24:  "Stuffed"  Luke 12:16-20 
  
Worship at 8:30 am in Myers Chapel, 9:30 am in 
the Great Hall, and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.  

 

November 6:  Taizé Worship Service, 7:00 pm in             
                the Sanctuary 

HONORING OUR SAINTS   
Church of the Saviour is what it is because of the people who come 
together to be formed in faith that they live out in the world. When we 
gather as the church, we stand on the shoulders of those who have 
gone before us, and we remember with gratitude their faithfulness 
and discipleship, examples for all of us who carry on the work they 
handed us. 
  
All Saints Sunday is a special day when we remember those who 
have died in the past year and honor their faithful witness. On 
Sunday, November 3 we will read the names of those who have 
faithfully lived and died, and light candles in their honor in all three 
worship services. 



            If you have any news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@cotsumc.org  

CHANGED LIFE 
I learned a lot of things while in Haiti, ranging from how raw cacao slime tastes horrible, to how Christians, who 
are completely devoted to Jesus and God, who love and adore God, come from everywhere. Since I have 
returned, a few things concerning how I look at the world have changed. Having to see something as horrible as 
poverty that most people are oblivious to and seeing the Haitians still smile and laugh through it all, I realized how 
lucky I am to have three meals a day and have a roof over my head. People who didn’t know where their next 
meal will come from, people who can’t afford gas at the skyrocketing prices, and people who don’t have enough 
money for shoes, still laughed as I fumbled out a few words of Kreyol. 
 

The thing that didn’t surprise me initially, but did after more thought, was how many people attended church, and 
how happy they were to read hymns out of 50-year-old books that were missing every other page. They found a 
way to center themselves on Jesus by singing, dancing, and praising God through everything they do, in 

situations that we find ourselves stressing in, blaming 
God for what we don’t have instead of thanking God 
for everything we do. My assumption was they would 
be angry at God and I didn’t think many people would attend, but I was proven wrong 
as the people were giving our creator all the praise that they had those 50-year-old 
hymnals.  

 

As I returned from the different world that Haiti is, I found that I have become more 
focused on the things I do have instead of things I don’t. I am grateful that I was given 
the opportunity to experience the joy that these people have, even if they don’t have all 
the material goods that they could. Instead, they are experiencing joy and salvation that 
God has bestowed upon them and praising the Lord giving these gifts to them. I 

encourage everyone to go on one of these trips if they are able, even if you are nervous about it like I was. I promise it will be scary, but I also 
promise that your perspective on life will change. Trips to developing countries like these will help you to be more thankful in a million ways, and 
also will help you to center yourself on God through all the trials that present themselves.    — Lucy Campbell, Grade 7 

TEXTBOOKS PURCHASED FOR DONDON 
STUDENTS 
Church of the Saviour Global Missions, in continuing support of the 
Dondon, Haiti Methodist school, has purchased close to 900 textbooks 
over the summer. In June 2019 after COTS offered these books, a 
committee formed in Dondon of nine people – the principal, 3 
teachers, 3 parents and 2 students – began to administer a textbook 
lending library in the school. There is a secure room dedicated to this 
library. The committee worked hard over the summer to cover, label, 
and serialize these books in preparation for distribution. 
 

In September a team of 8 people (5 COTS members) and the Haitian 
committee met with about 90 parents to introduce this system. 
Everyone is very grateful for the assistance and expressed hope that 
we can expand on the library soon. We were only able to purchase 
four of the most important books for each class. The total list is around 
10. After the meeting, the books were distributed. 
 

The cost of tuition is around $50 and the cost of the state-mandated 
textbooks for all Haitian schools is $70-80. This is prohibitive for many 
families so students do not purchase them. This in turn makes 
teaching the classes difficult for the teachers.  
 

This new library is an experiment where students will continue to 
receive books at no cost if they return the books at the end of the 
school year in decent condition. If not, a portion of the replacement 
cost will be charged. 
 

Global Missions is considering purchasing additional books in future 
years. 

THE RAKING OF THE LEAVES!   

If you are unable to handle the fall clean up in your yard, or if you 
know of someone in need of assistance, the COTS Youth want to 
help!  We will be raking leaves in the afternoon of Saturday, 
November 23 at 1:00 pm, followed by a trip to Mama Santa's for 
dinner and returning by 6:00 pm.  We invite others of all ages to join 
in this ministry, too!  Please contact the church office to sign up for 
yard help or to help out. 

On Sunday, October 13, Global Missions coordinated an assembly 

line for church members to fill 80 flood buckets for UMCOR disaster 

relief.  

mailto:chimes@cotsumc.org


 
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
While giving continues to come in under budget, the Church staff, 
Board of Trustees and leadership are doing a fine job controlling 
expenditures. These combined efforts resulted in total year-to-date 
expenses coming in $79K under budget and that is keeping us in the 
race to end the year close to target. 

Clearly, this is not where we want to be as a church, but as many 
successful businesspersons have said, “It’s only money.”  The verse 
for October 10th in our daily reading for “The Walk – Five Practices of 
Christian Discipleship” was Hebrews chapter 12:1 that set forth a 
simple deductive argument.   
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us,”  
 

So let’s lace up our running shoes and run! 
 
Joe Hicks, Finance Chair 
Localjoes216@gmail.com 

 

JOIN US FOR THE ADVENT FESTIVAL 
We hope you will add Saturday, December 7 to your family calendar 
and share this date with your friends and community members!  It will 
be a time to celebrate Advent with our friends and family from within 
COTS and beyond.  
 
Join us from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm for music, food, and fair trade and 
local artisan vendors, giving us an opportunity to purchase gifts with 
purpose!  

ANGEL TREE PROJECT 
Metropolitan Ministries is coordinating The Angel Tree Project again 
this year.  This is an opportunity for COTS members to purchase gifts 
for children in need. Look for the Angel Tree Project in the Parlor on 
November 17 and November 24 to select a child’s name. Drop off the 
gift by December 1 for it to be delivered to the child before Christmas. 
The Angel Tree Project is in partnership with the Cory Hunger Center, 
Heights Emergency Food Center, A.J. Rickoff Elementary, Westside 
Community House, and Joseph’s Home.  

STEWARDSHIP 
As we near the closure of the 2020 
Stewardship Process, we would like to 
thank all of you who have submitted your 
pledge cards. In doing so, you have 
embraced Giving, one of the Five 
Practices of Christian Discipleship. We 
know that each one of you prayerfully 
considered your pledge for 2020, and you have a strong sense of 
responsibility for helping spread God’s word with an outreach to 
others.  Church of the Saviour continues to serve its community and 
fulfill its mission with your financial commitment.   
 
Additionally, if you still have not pledged for 2020, please consider a 
contribution that will provide ongoing support for our mission of 
reaching out to others.  Our role as Christians is a special and 
responsible calling, and the thrust to help those around us is as 
important today as it has ever been. Let’s continue The Walk 
together with our Lord. 
 
Finally, as 2019 comes to a close, let us be mindful of what giving 
means to all of us.  “Everyone should give whatever they have 
decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with hesitation or because 
of pressure.  God loves a cheerful giver.” (1 Corinthians 9:7)   
 
Dick & Cindy Helton, Co-Stewardship Chairs 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

NOVEMBER 17:  Anniversary Sunday 

NOVEMBER 28 & 29:  Church closed for Thanksgiving 

DECEMBER 1:  Charge Conference 

Rev. Andy Call will participate in a panel discussion with interfaith 
colleagues on Sunday, November 3 at 2:00 pm at Temple Emanu El, 

4545 Brainard Rd, Orange Village.  All are invited to attend.  

mailto:Localjoes216@gmail.com


WEBSITE AND PODCASTING: COTSumc.org 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 
Andy Call, Lead Pastor 
 
Gregory Kendrick, Jr., Pastor of Connections 
 
Lois Annich, Pastor of Care Ministries 
 
David Gilson, Director of Music 
 
Robert Day, Organist 
 
Charles Cotton, Creative Director, 9:30 Worship Experience 
 
Jill Phillips, Worship Leader, 9:30 Worship Experience 
 
Graham Rosen, Production Team Leader 
 
Brian Smart, Associate Modern Worship Leader 
 
Curt Campbell, Director of Youth Ministries  
 
Laura Moseley, Director of Children’s Ministry  
 
Penny Neisen, Properties Manager 
 
Loretta Dahlstrom, Business Administrator  
 
Cris Hicks, Administrative Assistant 
 
Debbie Johnson, Administrative Assistant  
 
Pamela Turos, Newsletter Editor 
 
Leslie Myers, Wedding Coordinator 
 
Dr. Charles D. Yoost, Pastor Emeritus 
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CONDOLENCES 
Heartfelt sympathies are extended to these church members and their families: 

Dennis Block’s brother, Carl, died on August 3. 
Gerry Kramer’s sister-in-law, Lynne, died on September 28. 
Liz Nau’s brother, Ernie, died on October 6. 

   

CONGRATULATIONS 
Donald Hershberger, Jr. and Carla Bohn will be married in Myers Chapel on November 2. 
Elissa Courtright and Eli Auerbach will be married in the Sanctuary on November 9. 
  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Susan Achberger lives in Cleveland Heights and works for the Cleveland Clinic in quality assurance. She is a long-time Methodist and 
transfers from University Circle UMC.  
 

Victoria Ashley first joined Church of the Saviour around 1985 and was an active member until 2008 when she joined the foreign service. She 
was overseas in conflict areas of the Middle East for about 7 years, finishing the last 3 years in Pakistan. She now lives in Lyndhurst. 
 

Andrew Cochran was born and raised in southeast Florida and moved to Cleveland in 2009. He has a 4-year-old son named Miles and a 12-
year-old cat named Emma. They all enjoy a range of fun things, from sitting on chairs, playing with Legos, and kayaking, to ice cream, coffee, 
and cat food. You can probably gather who likes what the most. 
 

Samantha Miller lives in Cleveland Heights with 3 backyard chickens and works with Western Reserve Land Conservancy. She has been a 
part of many faith and interfaith communities, especially those with an environmental lens. 
 

Margaret "Maggie" Padilla is an editor with Thomson Reuters. She is married to Albert and they have two children: Alexander and Samuel. 
She transfers from Eden Prairie UMC.  

2020 GUIDE BOOK & CHURCH DIRECTORY 
We are in the process of updating the annual Guide Book & Directory 
for the church. Please let us know if there are any changes, additions, 
or deletions that may have occurred in your family during the past 
year. 

• Did you delete your home phone number? 

• What phone number(s) should we list in the directory? 

• Is your email address correct? 

• Have you moved? 

• Are your children still at home or do they live elsewhere? 
  
Hard copies of last year’s church directory will be available in the 
church office for you to check your family listing. Please send updates 
to Debbie Johnson at djohnson@cotsumc.org or call the church office 
at 216-321-8880 by November 11. 
  
This book is printed and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our 
church because it is subsidized by local businesses that advertise. 
Please consider advertising your business or service in the directory. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Church of the Saviour's annual Charge Conference will be held on 
Sunday, December 1 from 2:00- 3:30 pm in the Great Hall.  Dr. Steve 
Bailey, North Coast District Superintendent, will preside. Everyone is 
welcome. 

http://cotsumc.org/

