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As election day draws near,   
I imagine many of you, like  
me, are eager to put campaign 
advertisements behind us.  
Our society has become  
polarized enough already.  
But for a month or more, the  
rhetoric and negativity is  
increased exponentially. 

November comes at just the right time. After a contentious 
election season emphasizing all the things that are wrong 
with the world and the inevitable winners and losers, we 
need a time to reset and refocus. November is a time for 
giving thanks, for taking stock not of what we lack, but on 
all we have. 

Benedictine monk David Steindl-Rast writes, “One single 
gift acknowledged in gratefulness has the power to  
dissolve the ties of our alienation.” If that is true, then we 
have many opportunities to dissolve alienation over these 
coming weeks. May it be a time of joy and healing for all 
of us. 

FROM THE LEAD PASTOR 

Rev. Andy Call 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

All Saints Sunday 
Nov. 4 - We remember and celebrate the lives of 
those who have gone before us. 

Songs of Gratitude Sermon Series 
Nov. 11 - Psalm 122 "I Was Glad" 
Nov. 18 - Psalm 90 - 90th Anniversary Sunday 
�������������One worship service, 10:30  
Nov. 25 - Psalm 100 "Why Thanksgiving?" 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in Myers Chapel, 9:30 a.m. in the 
Great Hall, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

90TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION Sunday, Nov. 18

Ninety years ago, a group of faithful people had the vision to build a church that would “proclaim the  
message, reveal the light, and elevate the person of our Lord,” in the words of pastor Christopher Jeffares 
McCombe. In November 1928, Church of the Saviour worshiped together for the first time. 

On Sunday, Nov. 18, we celebrate the 90th anniversary of our beloved church. Psalm 90 is the scriptural 
foundation for this celebration, remembering that the God who has been our dwelling place for generations 
is our hope for years yet to come. 

A unified worship service at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary will feature elements from the first service, a wide range of festive musical 
expressions, and preaching by Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Charles D. Yoost. Children in grades K-5 will begin in the sanctuary, then 
continue with kid-friendly worship in Calvary Hall. Child care will be maintained for nursery through preschool. A celebration lunch 
will follow in the Great Hall. Plan now to be part of this special day, celebrating our past, present, and future. 



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

Through September, our financial results continue to be  
encouraging, with the caveat that (like all years) we need to 
finish strong in the 4th quarter. Our pledges and contributions 
received year-to-date are running approximately 2% above 
budget. And, by exercising good expense controls, our total 
expenses are 3.5% below budget, even as we have met our full 
monthly apportionment to the broader United Methodist Church, 
made our debt service payments and began investing in church 
growth (e.g., the strengthening of our 9:30 worship service).  As 
a result, our deficit through September is well below budget.  

The 4th quarter is an important one for the finances of the 
church. Each year, we collect a high percentage of pledges and 
contributions in October through December, and we chip away 
at the deficit we run through the summer. This year is following 
that same pattern. Please take the opportunity to compare your 
giving to your planned 2018 commitment to the church; now is 
the time to get current with our commitments to the church. And 
if you have been blessed financially in 2018, consider providing 
an additional portion back to the good works of our church.   

Thank you for your commitment to our church and for your  
personal stewardship commitment to God. Please contact me 
or any member of the committee with questions on our church’s 
finances. 

- Eric Pelander, Finance Chair
epelander@yahoo.com

 If you have any news you’d like us to consider for publication, please send a note to chimes@chsaviour.org. 

Sept YTD Actual Sept YTD Budget 

Receipts $962,723 $942,706 

Expenses $977,746 $1,013,526 

Deficit ($15,017) ($70,820) 

FAITH-BASED GIVING TO CONTINUE 

In a few days, you will receive information for our 2019  
Stewardship Campaign that will feature a continuation of our 
faith-based approach that began in 2018. 

We are extremely blessed that Church of the Saviour is diverse 
in every way; yet, we have a oneness in our spirit of living, 
learning, and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. With the  
divisiveness in our society, even in our own denomination, our 
financial support of a church that brings people together is 
more important than ever.   

Your intention of giving is a covenant between God and you, 
and we ask that you prayerfully consider how much you will 
commit to God’s work in the coming year. This is a time when it 
is appropriate for us to recognize how God has blessed us, and 
how we can demonstrate our gratitude and be a blessing to 
others.   

One of the ways we do this is by sharing our resources through 
the faith-based giving process that began in 2018. This  
commitment of giving is a special time in our Christian lives, 
and we invite you to determine your tithes and gifts for 2019 as 
you join other faithful givers in providing for the growth of God’s 
kingdom. 

- Cindy and Dick Helton, Stewardship co-chairs

2019 Guide Book & Church Directory 

It’s time to update our church database with any changes,  
additions or deletions that may have occurred in your family  
during the past year. Please check your family listing in last 
year’s directory. 

Do you still have a home phone number?  

Have you changed your email address or cell phone numbers? 

Are all of your children still at home, and are they all included in 
your membership record? 

Have you moved?  

Do you want your record published? 

Please send updates to Debbie Johnson at  
djohnson@chsaviour.org or call the church office at 
216-321-8880.

Also, please consider advertising your business or service 
in the directory. This book is being provided and direct-mailed 
to each family at no cost to our church with subsidies from local 
business advertisements.  



HONORING OUR SAINTS 

Church of the Saviour is what it is because of the people who gather 
here to worship, grow and serve. When we gather as the church, we 
stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us, and we  
remember with gratitude their faithfulness and discipleship, examples for 
all of us who carry on the work they handed us.  

All Saints Sunday is a special day when we remember those who have 
died in the past year and honor their faithful witness. On Sunday, Nov. 4, 
we will read the names of those who have faithfully lived and died, and 
light candles in their honor in all three worship services.  

CONVERSATIONS ON A WAY FORWARD 

In mid-October, I reluctantly agreed to participate in one of the  
congregational Conversations on a Way Forward.  Those who know 
me will attest that small group sharing is not in my wheelhouse.  
However, the intersection of human sexuality, unity and justice looms 
large for the denomination, as well as for me personally. I am grateful 
to our ministerial and lay leadership for providing the opportunity for 
frank discussion in a safe space.   

The focus of session one was what drew me in. These were stories I 
had not heard, and I was moved.   

One person first visited Church of the Saviour on the evening of 
9/11/01 to attend the special chapel service that night. Another said 
the beauty of the building was the first thing that drew him to COTS. 
For my part, an unexpected phone call on a February afternoon from 
a friend telling me about a job opening for which I was a good fit is 
what brought me here.   

One group member described how Jesus found her when she was 9 
years old and has never let her go. A couple of us admitted to a much 
rockier relationship with the Divine. We also discussed what keeps us 
coming back. Everyone agreed that the people of COTS are the pri-
mary reason we stay (in addition to quality preaching, excellent music, 
vibrant programs for children and youth, and mission opportunities on 
the local, national, and international levels).   

At the time of this writing, the second part of our Conversation (the 
one where we talk about how we respond to differences) has not yet 
taken place. I still do not want to share in a group, but I will step out on 
a tiny bit of faith and try to trust the process one more time. 

Loretta Dahlstrom 
Business Administrator 

MRI MENTORS FUTURE MINISTERS 

The Ministerial Recruitment Institute (MRI) of the East Ohio Conference celebrated its 36th year in July. Our very own Brian Smart is the Dean. 
Founded to help African American youth identify a calling to serve in ordained ministry, the mission broadened to include young people of any race 
and any degree or kind of ministry. It’s a week full of worship, Bible study, relationship-building and serving. The next MRI session will be July 14 to 
19, 2019, for ages 13 to 18, or entering seventh grade. Those interested in participating may contact Brian Smart at bcsmart735@gmail.com or call 
440-346-1974. Registration begins in the spring. The location for the 2019 gathering hasn’t been set at this time.

Our Youth Director Curt Campbell asked one young man that he met at MRI about his experience. 

C: Tell me a bit about yourself. 
T: My name is Terrell.  I’m an eighth-grader at Lake Erie Preparatory School. I attend Celebration UMC in Euclid and have been to MRI twice. 
C: Did your mom or dad make you attend MRI? 
T: No, they didn’t make me do it. Our pastor and our youth leader encouraged me to go last year. Last year I was reluctant. This year I wasn’t. 
C: Why weren’t you reluctant this year? 
T: Last year was a good experience. I built lots of relationships, and those same relationships grew this year. The MRI community has always been 
a place you can go and feel welcome. I feel welcome and surrounded by others with the same purpose. A lot of people were really feeling the Spirit. 
God really, really, really got to a lot of people. Over 25 people committed their lives to Christ! 
C: Who would you recommend attend MRI? 
T: The kids of Church of the Saviour. We open it up to everyone. Tell them to give it a try. If they really want to be around people who want to be 
there and serve, then they should go. A lot of teens feel intimidated during a regular church service. MRI is basically youth-led. Leading worship 
services and stuff. I’d encourage them to go because you don’t feel intimidated by people who don’t really understand kids that well or what they’re 
going through. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10,  
in Calvary Hall. John Barkey will speak about his personal spiritual 
journey. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Barbara Bauer and Aaron Adams — Barb is a nurse at the Cleveland 
VA Medical Center. Aaron works for Vocational Guidance Services. 

Florence Dennison — She transferred from Trinity Lutheran, WI. 

Joanna and Brendan Ganning—They transferred from Wasatch  
Presbyterian in Salt Lake City, UT. Joanna is an assistant professor at 
Cleveland State University, and Brendan is a website developer for 
Ansira. They have two children, Elliot and Ashton. 

Gail Herd — Gail, a business owner, transferred from Olivet 
Institutional Baptist Church. 

Penie and David Hildebrandt — David is retired and Penie works as an 
accountant with Hub International. 

Gail Johnson — Gail is retired and transfers from Saint Henry’s African 
American Catholic Church. 

Pam Zulovich and Don Leach — Pam transferred from First Baptist 
Church of Edinboro, PA. Donald is a retail store manager of Gabe’s. 

Lindsey Michaelis — Lindsey transferred from Saugerties United 
Methodist Church, NY. She works in human resources at Nestle. 

Dai Shen — Dai transferred from City Church. He is a graduate student 
at Case Western Reserve University. 

Claudia and Ron Zimmerman — They transferred from Millersburg 
United Methodist Church. Ron is a retired high school teacher, and 
Claudia is a retired librarian.  

Heartfelt condolences to Sara Smith on the recent death of her father 
and to Lauren Bowen on the recent death of her mother . 

Steve and Lori Billington, and big brother John, welcome Sarah Ann 
Billington, who was born Aug. 17. Grandparents are Anne and Glenn 
Billington. 

Lydia and Gavin Stephens, and siblings Kyli and Jae, celebrate the 
birth of twins Ava and Israel, born on Sept. 21. 

We celebrate the following baptisms: 

Sept. 23 Camille, Camryn and Amir Foxx -  Parents are Sierra and 
Cameron Foxx  

Oct. 14 Aaron Michael Adams – Adult son of Barbara Bauer 

Oct. 21 John Allan Christopher (born 6/27/16) and Vivian Elizabeth 
Sowards (born 8/4/18) – Parents are Lindsay and Ryan Sowards; 
Cora Emory Zent (born 3/29/18) - Parents are Brian and Amber Zent, 
and siblings are Nolan and Wyatt. 

Nov. 11 Elliana Joan Ortenzi (born 7/6/18) – Parents are Julie and 
Joseph Ortenzi 


